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It is such a lovely pictufe a gentle, green hillside; fluffy

r

white sheep; and strong, brjaw®bSOe@PEXrXKKK X X X X X XeX XtX lpe

i mage we find in Christrhas |C®3I0ONI SONIXEXHKRED ® i X X0 xdx JdX X

X bor d

programs. Of course, it0os |nNORGIyaIa K & @ XKKCRX X R M Kip xwhxaxto

harm in this image? We like our simple, sweet imagels 2 KIGh Ly KXXKXKXNBEE XX X XIPX X

p

of the Nativity. | KA fGRNSIY A & KNXBD O/XXNIKEMIX X dc

But time and time again as | dwell on those sweet , 2dz0 K X ARAKEKINEX X X X X QIaX X X Xr
images, my mind gets in the way and | start to ask aAaaXIXAXXXXXXXXXXXIHX X Xyb
questions. But didnot the |sh zadgylOe t XkRIKR K BX X XDXiX KA X XVt h e
cry? Wasndt it cold and scab§?02yAxXXXEX®EX XX XK@ XK dad
to examine the detaifs and question why the reality I KNR &G Y IXEXKEKRKX X X XIX XmbHd
isndt as nice as the imdges we prefer. Why didndt (

keep the reality sweet and simple? Why make it dirt

and harsh? May be becaus ghahdl Adshepherddtiey knewvithe helpleseness dfly |1 ¢

And maybe He wants to teach me something through sheegi and their need for a Good Shepherd.

the ugliness... 5
The sheep werenodot cut e,

This was desert country, so there was no grassy helpless animals. And, being six miles from Jerusaler
hillside. The hills outside Bethlehem are rocky and drythese sheep were likely destined to become temple
and in the time of Jesus &achides. Thesedify shephlerfistvere raiging thé |
was available to shepherds and their sheep. If nothingneeded cleansing sacrifices for everyone when the an
could be grown on it, then the sheep could have it. So appeared and told them that the final sacrifice had

these shepherds were sitting that night, as they did  arrived. The angel brought with him the glory of the

every night, on rocks and stones, probably hoping for |ord and the shepherds were terrified. Of course theyl

enough dew to provide a little water and help a little  were. The glory of the Lord when you are dirty and
grass grow. This i sndot @dhdmedidt&@riing. MheGirkt difinrs knewhett
picture. And God uses it to remind me that in my life \when God appeared, they hid. So did the shepherds.
it isndt in the peaceful sgreen|ipasBYre thhats! Gmye
the Lord. 't is in my dhypt?20e3&mt fRII & h§sS whhbth e e

feeling alone and wonder iBéc8useBaiorthgs bde®born. Your bl sakrifice
chooses to show up. here. And

The shepherds werendt cl dWReed ¢ g
In Jesuso day, unlike | n neverhe
shepherds were not respected members of society. ~ Separate or
Shepherds in this agricultural society were degraded, 2shamed or
and religious leaders made laws ensuring their lowly 2fraid again.
status. Shepherds were declared unclean by their ~ And where
association with the sheep and the work it took to care Will you find
for them. They were forbidden access to the temple, HIM? Ina
deprived of civil rights, and regarded as untrustworthy StaPle, of

in all things. In addition, the shepherds in this culture ¢ O U T S €.
likely wouldnét have beefayheLyn men, They were
needed to work the fields and do the heavy labor. the Lambs are kept?

More likely these shepherds were either youngboysorNo, t he real ity doesndt

old men. Possibly even girls. That paints a whole newgrassy hillsides and peaceful men. But it matches ouf

picture. Why did God choose to have those dirty, needi our dirty, helpless, ugly need. And it brings joy
disrespected children or old men be the first to hear of gor only our Savior could use ugliness to create joy.

a Savior? Maybe they needed to hear it more. Maybe
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they were more open to their need for a Savior. They Mel i Adlal, t Di

3 C i |

were well aware of their need, their separateness, their mel i nda@cascad 1 fel
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Friends,

I't has started! ltds the day after Thanksgivijg
the radio is filled with Christmas music. Notjust May | suggest some carofs t
the Christian stations, almost all of them. Iknow,l| Thi s, 6 especially the spcor

was in my car for several hours today and kept
switching channels. Why lies He in such mean estate,
Where ox and lamb are feeding?
Now to be honest, the definition (and quality) of Good Christian, fear, for sinners here,
Christmas music varies from station to station. The silent Word is pleading
Frosty, Rudolph, and Santa were all in the heavy Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
play rotation alaomndg 0Wht Theeaods ba lpinefor Bie, fol yeud
Christmas. 0 The r ock sHaa hail thenvgordlmade fleeshd t owar d
mega star ensembles gathering to promote world The Babe, the Son of Mary
peace while the country stations loved to mention
gramma getting run over by a reindeer. The | ast verse of 0The Fir s
Jesus for purchasing our salvation with His blood.

| getit. For many this time is now a holiday, not a
Holy Day. It ds a s e as oThenfleous allsvhhopemdécardy and famij vy,
not a focused time of remembering and celebrating Sing praises to our heavenly Lord

the birth of God incarnate, Jesus Christ our Lord  That hath made heaven and earth of naught,

and Savior. I dm not r eAndwith hisotbloe mangindyas bdughat ot hjer s
remember Ot he reason f oMoelsNee BlaelnNoel Bonnds the Kiggepfdssael!
you dondot either. |l nst e take ti t o

d, . | f
Ang may we, as women andnmeen i %IH] IE";dvsva?/s
remember the purpose of]J Chr

Jesus didnot come t o t edobdChristar iied, Refpicet hat t hey af e
OK just as they are. H e with hedirba®d sout apdi@icet 0 s how anjd/
or demand a better way to live. He came because Now you hear of endless bliss; Joy! Joy!
humanity was lost in sin and separated from God. Jesus Christ was born for this!

He came to pay a debt we could not pay so we He has opened heavends 1 00T
could be restored. He came to live the perfect life And man is blessed forever more

that we could not. He came to give His life so we Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
might have eternal life. As easy as it might be to

focus only on the manger, we must always May your Christmas be filled with music and joy. Mgy
remember to see the cross as well. If not, we too you know the wonderful gift of salvation in Jesus
might fall into merely celebrating a season instead Christ. And may we celebrate by offering Him to
of the amazing gift of our Savior. others.

ponder and reflect on why Christ came.

Pastor pPan
james@cascadef dl |l o}
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One my favorite songs Radiantbeams frogn Thy boly éa& withahe daan ob
few Iyrlcs speak to my heart every time | hear it: redeeming grace. Jesus, Lord at Thy birth
InthestillnesslcanhearYpuwhisper I'n the stillness of tha ni
Calling deep _and deeper still a groaning creation was revealed. The hearts of the
The same voice that moved upon the waters .
) ) shepherds, of Mary and of Joseph were raised to
Says come drink and have your f'_” Heaven. With each breath they took, they worshiped]
You are God, the God of all creatlon. the Father for the birth of their Savior. In the birth of
Yourpeoplegroantheylongto.bewnhYou Christ, Godés love, mer¢y a
Where we are our hearts are raised to Heaven
We breathe to worship You The scene | imagine that first Christmas is slightly
. _ different from the Christmas experiences | have today
ltds not a Christmas car O\Allth thrgeungmstlw rf\o‘?sQ}qu‘et psrecugug chl}dljg P W
at this time of year, | easily think about the blrth of Todaybs Ad vent and Chri &t ma
Christ. oln the sti N €S ghd oftén loGd®iled Wlﬁ'“l ﬁadmoXs aid e%}ﬁgnbn%e% P
What was it like that first Christmas? The nlght the packed days and nights,
God of the umverse;, concerts and patrties,
the God OT all creation, shopping and gift giving....
entergd '__“S W‘?”d'-’ sometimes at a frantic pace
Was it _St'”? D"_j he because we are trying to fit
come like a whisper? everything in. They are
Silent night, holy night. often good, wonderful things
Allis calm, all is bright that bring us joy. But before
we know it, Christmas has
Jesus was born on a
- . . come and gone.
quiet night, in a quiet
town, to a little known | think we often lack the
Mary and her husband stillness of Advent, the small
Joseph. He quietly entered this world while allthose qui et t own. We end up miss
around him slept. While the world was still and bright. o6 Yes, itods differen
waiting, He came to us. Christ was born, but not entirely. We still groan. We
_ _ _ still long to be with Him.
He came to His people who longed to be with Him;
who longed for a Savior. The earth groans, we read in This season, | pray we all take time to listen to Him
Romans 8; Godds peopl e grwhispertausinthestiwess, dallingl ussleeper intch ja t
word groamrmeans that there is a deep pain or despair. relationship with Him. This season, | pray we can
There is such a strong desire that there is audible, confidently say, oal/l i c a
visible anguish. Since the Fall, we have longed for and | pray we can raise our hearts to heaven. May we
things to be made right again. We long to be with breathe to worship Him!
God. Godods people 2000 years ago | onged for a
Savior. And in the stillness of that first Christmas, God )
answered their cries. Il n t he stillnel's)ér,]nGo §s’3gﬂ'??¥
l' ynn@cascadeT|e
revealed.




K ®©® H :

God created us to be in relationship. Stories connect
us and grow relationships as we learn more about
each other and what inspires us. Sharing stories of
faith in action will no doubt inspire and motivate
others to do the same. Many of you serve needs, yet
humbly keep it to yourselves. | beseech you to share
these stories, to point
encourage others to serve and share. We are in a
great position to step out to spread the love of Christ
in our community!

| heard this week from Greg about when he
volunteered a few years ago with someone from our
partner church, Community CRC, to assist with their
discipleship program. Community CRC is a church
with an excitement to spread the Gospel, but little
depth of knowledge, so they asked for volunteers to
work alongside those from their congregation.

The two were greeted by Jim*, a surprised man in
shorts, no shirt, and a body covered in tattoos. Once

«
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The next week as Greg a
to continue the discipleship process, Jim again see:l

surprised that they showed up. Nonetheless, they
entered, had a seat at the table, and began talking
Jim and Betty. A knock on the door revealed a man
asking for help. His friend was to be released from
priso6 thalngx daygamdneeded @ ridle. , Withadt i ¢
hesitation, Jim agreed and asked what time.

Week three brought yet another lesson, not for Jim
and Betty, the Ostudent
the oteachers. 6 Their d
included a hungry woman stopping by to ask for anyj
spare food since she had none. Greg observed that
Jim and Betty had very little but were more than
gracious and willing to share all they had.

With tears in his eyes, it became clear to Greg that
while he came to offer a blessing to Jim and Betty,
was the one blessed thr
Jesus tell us about caring for the poor and prisoner?

Jim remembered that he had signed up for discipleship What a beautiful and practical example of people w

training, he invited
girlfriend, welcomed them to their meager home and
sat down to chat. They spent the first session just
getting to know each other. About 30 minutes in, the
apartment door opened, and a young woman and
toddler entered and made their way down the hall to
a back bedroom. When asked who this young lady
was, Jim told them she was a single mom from the
neighborhood who was kicked out of her apartment
by her boyfriend so she had no place to live with her
young child. Jim went on to share that since he and
Betty had a spare bedroom, they thought the least
they could do was offer this single mom a safe place
where she could stay with her daughter.

{(cascadefellowship

t h e mgaversacrifidiallymo naeet the ri2eds df hose in their

neighborhood.

Jim and Betty lived lives full of action. God was
moving in their hearts and calling them to action
without a full depth of knowledge of Him. The peoplg
of Cascade Fellowship have many advantages, withj
deep knowledge, resources, and influence. As we
develop them for Godos
sharing our stories! This will grow each of us, grow
relationships in the church and community, and
inspire others to live faithful lives of service.

Julie B,
julie@cascade

Love God
Love peopl e

Make disciple
Wherever we

Mi nfi

nd I
ed

ith

7

L
P

scCi

ugt

Mo S

gl or



Chi | dsr eMii n i

stry

Corner

/ K NA

Christmas is a time for giving (and receiving!) gifts.
The season gives parents many opportunities to teach
their children to learn about giving to God and

others.

The first thing to teach them is that God already
owns everything:
The earth is the
the world, and all who live iPisalm 24:1
Our children need to know that we are stewards of
what God owns. This includes our money, but also
our time and our talents.

Unfortunately, children are born with selfish/sinful
attitudes, so parents need to work hard to train their
children to turn from selfishness into becoming good
stewards.

Here are a few training ideas to try:

1 Encourage toddlers to pick up toys and take good
care of them.

1 Encourage a sharing attitude by giving practical
opportunities for children to share snhacks and
toys with others or give something they have for
those in need.

1 Involve children in giving collections. Help kids
determine how they are going to raise money
towards the youth offering, clothing drives,
Christmas shoeboxes, etc.

1 Share Bible truths about stewardship.

1 Pray together for the ministries of the church and
how peopleds | ives are

1 Show the importance of giving to Cascade
Fell owship. Children c¢
worship which goes towards the youth offering.
Explain how their offering to either the church or
the ministries the church supports is used.

The youth offering this year is for the Grand Rapids
Dream Center, an organization that reaches people
for Christ by building relationships with them in their
homes and neighborhoods. The Dream Center has

advyl a

L or d oosr,

a

DAGAY 3

programs that help facilitate relationship building:
adopta-block, food and bed deliveries, discipleship/
education opportunities, and other events. For
example, Power House brings an exciting biidsed
program to neighborhood children.

Yellow envelopes are used during the worship servi
Gahnidl derveenr Gyst hWonrgs hiinp itt
Center. The Sunday School classes will be using th
talents by writing notes or drawing pictures to send

to people served by the Dream Center.

Use the spirit of the Christmas season to train your
children to be good ste
giving of their time, money, and talents.

Laur a, {#ChMil dirsetnr
|l aura@cascadef

Advent Resource

Free Jesus Storybook Bible Advent Calendar
Printables, Ornaments + Reading Plan

Available at checln counter - or for
download: www.faithgateway.com/jesus
storybook-bible-adventcalenda#printable/
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(1 udes adaptations fGrandmaatlThristmeas.cAlthgughoshe washdestant
Chi |l ess

Wo mand) over the past few years, it was just her presence
that kept our family whole. | specifically remember
In his novelHarvard YardWVilliam Martin describes last year watching family members take pictures witl

I
d

a prosperous seventeenitentury Puritan who Grandma and my wife asking me to do the same. |
lives a life many of us will encounter at some point:di dndét want to. | didno
John needed only to look out his window to seethel wasndét | iving in deni

;|
Lorddos bounty wupon hi m.gégitet icmgl!l gl ¥,azeutaclr ossu Ihg 86

vegetable garden and down to the Great Cove, to hisoment. Like many people, | chose to hide those
shiphal f a dozen by hi s fadlifgeahdputithenh &vayi td corfronethem Mairl i

f
dozen his by his own inieddddetnceéOoOBatyddrs Ipdteg
1

faith had not been great enough, because the richest of i | | havendt thought t
t he L or il&mwusdfiles with hapay rfoise  Either way, there will be an empty seat on the couchj
had not come to John Wedge. His morning sounds this Christmas.
were always the sainthe humming of the slave
woman who stirred his porridge, the whist of a broo
worked by an indentured servant, and the quiet
coughing of his wife. He heard no childish bickeringpf%ure'

would surrender everything else for one more
hristmas with her. Another chance to snap that

W ¢
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mothering voice rising to calm a dignddor those, Mat t hew 5: 4 says, OBl esged

he would have surrendered everything else. the wil!l be comforted. 6] My
During Christmas, we grow accustomed to will come from God.
gathering together, sharingawarmmealaround psa|l m 34: 18 says, 0The | ORI
the table, perhaps a crackling fire whileweopen  py ok enheartedéo. My heaft
this holiday we experience joy for the birth of a .
savior, and celebrate it together with all of our Romans 8:28 says, O0And we |
loved ones. works for the Good of those who love him, who have
been called according tp hi
Yet for some of us, this is the first year where a journey forward in the promise of a Savior.
seat will be left empty. , .
As you gather with loved ones this year, remember
Christmas isndt often atesOwhd afelmissing Hombydur femiiyRabddronh Ofu s e
and incomplete families. Alovedonemayhave ot hers. Pray for Godds pea

passed away this year, leaving a feeling of emptinegghe and mourn loss, in all aspects of life, and that We

in a heart. Maybe a family feud happened and will remember the promige |

someone has made it clear that they will no longer pjrth, offering hope to all who believe in the power off
show up to family events. Perhaps someone is his name today.

away, serving and protecting our country and will _
not be able to make it home in time to be with Eric
their family. Youth P

The story above has a powerful phrase that many eric@cascadef g

can connect with: oéand fo
surrendered everything el s

r t hose, he would ha
e. 6

For me, this year will be the first year without
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